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CETS IN ITS WORK 



Reader be Put Out of a San Fran- 



OBEY THE REQUEST. 



(By A. Johnson.) 
Give fanaticism a chance and it will 
invariably expose its weakness. The 
incident related affords i 
lustration of the influence wrought 
upon the minds of ignorant believei 
in the Christian theory by legislatic 
intended to boater up and foster a 
rapidly failing creel. 

In the first place the "angry woman" 
[Toss breach of social 
nre assured that an 
1 sometimes hear 
things said of ■ derogatory cha 
concerning himself. Hail this \ 
attended to her own busines-, ■ 
she would have been spared the hu- 
muliation, but she evidently thought 
it her business to protect an Almighty 
and infinite god again* the criticsms 
of the finite. MM 

by any means, and she has plenty oi 
company. 

As ofir friend Johnson writes, there 
is but one way to get rid o 
crowd of meddlesome Matties, "Wipe 
them from off the face of the earth. 
By this understand Hro. Johnson 
mean that religion, the Christian religij 
ion which puts into that WO man 
and mind the old spirit of the 
inipiisition. We agree with 1 
the Blade is doing the very 
can to get at the "wiping process, 
is the same spirit of religious intol< 



SACRED BOSH OF THE HOLY BIBLE SOCIALISTS 

ARE WARMING UP 



Impossible to Poke Fun at God and Blade.— The Headlines Call for a Good 
Josh.— The Finite Cannot Ridicule the Infinite 



When it Comes to Dying, the Average Christian is a Four Flusher and a Piker.- 
His Faith but Strong, He Would Cut Loose from the Earth 
and be Glad of the Chance 



-Were 




: an injustice by 
s of bibli- 
projtfct" 

did anything more seriously in 
, and I deeply regret bei 
I appear as poking fun at; 

In fact I could not jolly God 
ntcd to, not because he would 
nd for it, but simple because 
in impossibility. How in the 
ian be ilinite ridiclue the in- 
grain of sand make sport 
{"the Kocky mountains, a poor worm 
josh the almighty hen that 
oded upon the deep and hatched 
but 



. make fun of something y 
ow anything About, and i 
knows anything about. You 
ell talk about making fun of 
circle or a sober jag. The only 



into the penitentiary, indeed, th. re is 
nothing funnier than a dying Chrstian 
■aim it be two dying Christian I, no 
greater '-"I ly tli 'ii a ( hristian fun- 
eral unh-s it be a longer I hi Uu 

?ing funeral: 

go4 "*The dying Christian and his veep- 
ing friends remind me of a fellow who 
would get the buck ague on lieing Tent- 
i I in a will, or a hungry hobo win 



a -'in, ire meal. After moping aroun. 
in "this vale of tear-" for sixty o 
seventy years, always complaininj 
IM its "trials an. I tribulations.' 
ih- A rue,- of Death conns to ca'.l the 
Christian's hand: of course, you'd 



I hai 



. tall 



lehold v 



ring t 



of v, 



renin 



■ d. th0l 



dov 



ilways hit 

the back door of divinity for i 
tt of milk and honey, or begging: 
gatekeeper of the celestial circus: 
s show. It is easy un- 



even got a pair! In othei words, vrhei 
it e. ines to playing the game eallei 
death the < hri-tinn is as rank a pike 
ai arrer bet his head off on a p-'ir o 
deuces. He i-a four flu-tier from star 
to finish and you could use Ms ftet t< 
start a large-size cold storage pant, 
and ringing such songes as 

"Je>OS { lover of my soul, | 
Let me to thy bosom fly 
or shouting such sacred ragtin 
"I want to be an angel with C. \ 



■ in the land today and 

would follow that it waa done 
...t the- glory of a dead lew might 
be made the subject of public recognit- 
ion. In these days it can do little more 
than demand exclusion from a public- 
street car. 



4omeone in trouble or in it myself 

through your "Filthy lying paper which 
should be prohibited by law from be 

il|g re id. 

With the best of intentions, I gave 
a copy of the Blade to the head mech- 
anic of .air firm. He was reading it 
going home on the car.unconscioua that 
tiie lady next to him was reading over 
hi.s shoulder the Christ articlt in late 
number, got her warm and she called 
for the conductor to put the reader 
off the car for reading the "Filthy, 
lying paper etc., «ar crowded and a 
man said he had insulted the woman 
well dressed and looked about the av- 
erage in intelligence be said, when he 
explained, and the woman helpeu him 

out by repenting language the man 

bis paper as yon thai hook She." No 
the law should prevent men from read- 
ing papers that write so on Christ, 
Jim I'd given five dollars had I been 
on that ear, am loaded on Christ, or 
his pa. the ghost. The men all laughed 
STUM i hey found out the cause of the 
trouble.. Blade got a fine ad. Straws 
tell how the wind blows, Christianity 
is just the same now as it always was. 

Than is only one thing to do. wipe 
it from the face of the earth; there 
will be no peace until its done. "Don't 
hurt their feelings." many infidels say 
yet they would prohibit from reading 
our literature. Dam their feelings 
put that Dam in red ink. so Bro. Moore 
once said "you have got to down them 
or they will down you," Self preservat- 
ion being a law of nature I prefer to 
protect myself by doing all I can to 
kill the worlds greatest criminals Christ 



We May Comment On It . 
Jai. E. Hughes, 

Please lino enclosed a clipping from 
The DesMoines Register and Leader. 
Thinking that you might like to know 
what some of Dee Moines gentlemen 
have to say in regard to infidelity. 

Propably those thing* are unworthy 
of notice. But if you think it worthy 
i reply send ma an extra copy and 
11 send it to the Register and Lead 



k. 




U le n Air-. Henry spoke at the grave 
>t Moore the pious push who are im- 



gct oil that old gag about what an 
swTul thing it must lie to think that 
when man dies he's dead, that when 
In- leaves he's gone. The Christian of 
Sonne, does not belive the dead are 

looks like lie- end of the journey, while 
really it is only a transfer station, 
where he leaves the surface line to take 
He -ubway to God knows where! Thus 
Christians after having passed through 
life with the sublimest indifference to 
disease and danger submit to death so 
cheerfully. Certainly if they thought 
that death was the end— no milk aand 
honey tor the good and no fireworks 
for the bad— the preachers and their 
lotto would wreck the world with their 
Callie 5 Blade 

eriesi nd ok, what ■ fortunate thing 
that the prospect of a spiritual feed 
and the fear of a (lame that never 
Hares subdue nnd tame the 
naturally savage Christian heart! How 
they would prey, if they did not pray. 

Let a man be stricken with the 
smallpox or leprosy and see how 
y^si'fJi^ \J • with pne I nether Jo 
doctor and muse him. while th - miser- 
able infidel, pnbribed as he his with 



the hope of eternal life, barricades him- 
self behind a shotgun quarantine and 
lets the pestilence friends buried him, 



rfnl i 



With Recent Criticisms on their 
Social Theory and Capt. Clark 



musing recent article in 
the Blade is from Cuba ingenuously 
headed, "Ideas for your brains to work 

by an old dearly beloved 
l.i. i her Capt. 1!. I.. Clark seventy-two 
rs of age who for more than fifty 
n served in the lank, of the army 
ii-ethoughi in ail pails of the world 



. Chri- 



.,,,,1 , 



all I 



of e. ui-e, tor what a few moments of 
suffocation amount to in comparison 
with eternal joy awaiting the soul that 

has broken its tellers of clay. ^ 

it is altogether natural that the athe- 
ist should shy at death. Dying to him 
is like walking into a dark rooi 
disappearing, while to the JChri 
it is like emerging from n dungeo 
to the light of day. As Shakespeare 
darkness (death) as eagerly as a bride." 
he should teJNfnjeega in a coffin t< 



UjT, a ten year subscriber to the Blade 
which he compliments. He is a profess- 
ional teacher and .scholar of high rank 
nnd much lingo which reminds us of 
parent a punishment, requiring us to 



iatf. 



i gi i' 



inLll... 



i pel 



To the atheist death is annihiation. 

is the taking ot the figure one, round- 
g i! into a cipher and then rubbing 
it the cipher. He regards death as 

burglar breaking into his body to 
•el away his life, and naturally he 
■ies to drive death out. 

But to the Christian death should 
>me as a season ticket to a perpet- 
al circus, and if the good Lord should 



Ht i- evidently a plutocrat' also a 
pirilualiot or quaker because he says, 
the spirit moves M to express my 
deas and give you my 0 pinion upon the 
■ various matters discussed the past 
year'' in the Blade. 

lie denounces tieethoii-ht organisa- 
tion and calls its advocate, "infernal 
lot of pigmy minded chicken brained 
galoots ot cheek and gall good Matured 
tailess dog makers who can catch 
chipmunk-, wood chucks, and Pole cats, 
but no lions, eagles or whales. 

He advi-es clubing organizers until 
Gabriel with hi horn cries wake up 



iUSSION OF THE BASIC 
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALISM 

Defender of the Faith Makes Reply to Critics 
of the New System. Miss Groh is Not 
Alone This Time, but lias a 
Comrade in Criticism 



know nothing whatever about natural 
law. And who seems to labor under 
the impression that everything that is 
governed, is governed bj artificial law 
made by just such brilliant lights as 
i hem -et ves hove seen proper to lend 
certain vicious attacks upon what they 
are pleased to turn socialism I beg for 
in which to reply. 

All men have a natural and innlie- 
uable right of access to natures store- 
house is a socialist principle, Miss 
Groh's interpretation of this principle 
sln.ws a degree of common ignorance 
that is absolutely inexcuseable in 
one who presumes to teach that beau- 
tiful science called I'otitical economy 

The embod/yinent of this principle 
in the political law does not call for 
land and lots. 

Miss Groh's notion is pre posterous 
anil ridiculous. • i 

All political economists of note such as 
Mills, South, McCulloch and George, 
agree that land as an ccononiie term 
includes the earth and everything in. 
on, a&d around about it. The indivi- 
dual sustains life by the result of ap- 
plying his labor to the land. With the 
product of his labor he sustains ex- 
pands and develops his life. Deprive 
him ot the right of access, or deprive 
him of the product and he can neither, 
sustain, expand, nor develop his life, 
in such a case atheism or any other 
kind of ism that does not endeavor to 
restore the right of access or restore 
i lie product, only serveB to hasten his 
destruction. 

All Authorities agree that a wild 
horse is land "Free access to the store- 
house ot nature" means the equal right 
of all men to capture the wild horse 
and break him to work. The one who 
does that is the natural owner of the 
horse. Political law does not enter in- 
to the matter at all. All the political 



will 



principle, 
iafined halt 
define 'he i 



Those Who Do Not Subscribe 
Grand Treat. — Valued Opi 
from One who Knew Oui 
Late Editor 



to i 



halt- 



whore the individual nfter capturing 

the wild horse turns him i and 

allows him to return to the wild state 
I,., lurrenden his right of owner ship 
and the horse becomes common pro- 
perty again. And the next one want 
ing a horse has a natural right to capt 

iiiiu.as with the horse so with lend 

and everything in and around about it, 
in a natural state. 

Miss Groh's labored argument falls 
to the around because she fails 
prebend the principle involve, 



or the Moore Memorial which 
nil contain the writings of the founder 
i the Blade, Charles Chilton Moore 
W'ho-e -, nice for the promotion of 
he truth, we should all value most 




BOOST FOR: THE 

MOORE MEMORIAL 



rule 



orig- 



a.tte iii a natural manner in the L'n- 
ite.i st.acs the rejrhl ot ownership in 
this bind of the iree originated in a 
grant from an infallible Pope or from 
I king and we are all intlueiiced in our 
ideas by these grants that's what's the 
matter with Miss Groh. As for that 



ellusio 



All 



sincerely Hi- was a great and be- 
autiful life, he was a man, all man, 
from his crown to his foot soles, the- 
re >\a- never a grander or nobler man 
lived under the sun-kissed clouds ol 
natures bluevaulted skies- Ilis nam« 
should, not perish in the smoldering 
ashes of neglect, but should be kept 
bright by the fire of Freethought and 
liberty, his name should be carved on 
i he shining monument of peace, hap- 
piuess and love. If you hud ever read I 
"Dog Fennel" by Mr. Moore you | 
would know what to expect in the l '' rl > morn - I lace your nai 
memorial. Some things that will in- -uhscript.on l„t and make 
terest I can assure you, his writings 
should be stamped on the brain long 
I,, be reiie inhered by man. 

He wa- urged on by an untiring 



both the rich and 
and helpless. Why 
than other men, 
Freethinkers place 
before the world and 'n> 
op in a silent grave/ his work, 
save a many a man krom a lift 
aorance and superstition, and draw 
into a brighter realm of rea-on and 
knowledge ami teach all men that there 
men. he did not deem himself better 



1 MisS a Reverend and* 

iOn I** «-*] in a pig: 

neiit than use or as Lincoln said of 
del lelland while he 
•hiet ot the army, 
lolaad played hell on dies parade but 
••as n t (north a dam for actual MfTiM 
,d to the needy M , K , iir ,_ v u ., ()Mh1 ,, r „ t , u . r y rigUt 
poor, and was .,„„:„ 



i 

d *i 



worth living. 

Head from n 
the fc,*e of I 

and cherish yot 
babbling to an 
shiping an igr 



.tianity and social 
*g "to ehevv the rag OVW the infed 

'! 1 Masted lot the fatherhood of God 1 

i he brotherhood of man. We ought to 
oi '8' throw the old Jew (iod overboard (to 
walk on the enter] and if (meaning 
■he s.iei.ili-is, teak* any determined 
lion there ii going to bt hell to pay 
with hot pitch and in Germany (that 
infidel nation) clerical and socialis* 
east off j have unilcd and made common eausf 
■ad love , |u , ir Uk!iliriiiu , reton" (like chine 
and I™* I and -SUM in America). OI now we see 



I and WW , 
who lived : 



for 



res lovers are atheists, so are all other 
attle of this kind. Hut all atheists 
re not free lovers.no pope, priest or 
more ready to consign 



pc.plc 



, hell t 



old ' 



. the 



pope, so is the 
czar, so is every other d u tot I that 
ever was born. His doctrine is the 
doctrine of every ivrant that has ever 
crossed the earth, "Think as I think 
or be damned." I don't propose to 
waste an economic argument on that 
ridiculous old warrior. I am not throw- 
ing pearls to swine, not if I know it, 
But if he will "approach the mourners 
bench with a tumble and contrite heart" 
and admit the condition of his liver. 
Then we will condescend to talk 
him and show him the evil of his 



he work.-i to uproot ignorance 
superstition and brighten the torch 
of Liberty and love. Never did man 
work harder, suffer and endure more 
than Mr. Moore in his work of in- 
fidelity he was an apt and able scho- 
lar, he understood things when he saw 
thefci na they were, and was not 
afraid of the truth. 

Ilis aim was to cut down error and 
e-i.iMi-h truth, and he worked hard 
to that end. His travels in the Orient 
taught him more than years of hard 
study at home, Mr. Moore said if he 
was a young man and had the choice 
of entering college or making his trip, 
he would choose the latter. He was 
witty pathetic and humorous in his, 
writings, he was on an equal with all 
a teachor to the ignoant and super- 



C. E. Johnson 
Tyler. I. 



ABOUT THE 
PEACE CONFERENCE 

Let All The Nations Disarm If We Are 
To Have Peace— No Other Policy 
Will Produce It. 



i .lean;, beloved bro' her captain 
organi/.atiou, its because ninety- 
live per cent ot our freethought chicken 
l | brained galoots are socialists for the 
1 love oi liberty. Pain, Franklin, Jeffer- 
son, Lincoln, end like infidels who ad- 
" rotated the universal rights of man 
Uad) inspired the world with into chick- 
en brained galoots. 

j Oh) did not appear la tune to prevent 
ihes, araay acts. Hence all we can 
j now do is join 1 " our brother and close 
as he did by vehemently God damn- 
ing socialists , ml if they do not return 
to humiliated slavery we will help our 
brother captain give them hot pitch 
and ham them to obey the powers 
that be for such are ordained of God. 



(From Columbus Citi/cni 
I he first national arbitration 
peace conference in America is 
meeting in New York. Columbus is re- 
presented by a half dozen or more del- 
egates. In midsummer will be held the 
second conference at The Hauge. 

They -ay the object of all t 
meetings is "iV:icc 

Perhaps you wonner whet it will 



at he 



Good Worker Gone. 

Wilber Neb. 

brave Freethinker has pass- 
ed over the dead line James Mitchell, 
a native of Arbroath, Scotland.but over 
forty years in this country died at his 

ne near \\ ilbcr.Neb. He was a full 

lodged and uncompromising atheist, a 

copy of the Blade to a friend in Arb- 
roath, Scotland, where it is crowding 
Presbyterianism uncomfortable. 

H. Kilgore. 
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asked for, upon reneval In case of discontinuance. 

MAKE ALL money orders, drafts, checks eetc, payable 
to JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky., as this 
will facilitate collection. 

SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER change his or her address 
advise this office, giving both old and new, and 
the Blade will be sent to the new address, as 
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which all Freethinkers will he given a hearty 



Atheists anil Agostics. .lew and Catholics, till 
are taxed ti> provide fill salaries lor unny, navy, 
prison and legislature chaplains of the Protestant 
persuasion, while every State in the 1'niim has a 
law making it a erinie to do on Sunday what is 
praiseworthy on .Monday. Sued are the inconsist- 
encies of the ailvoeales of a divinely inspired re- 
ligion. 

• • • • 

Why not take off the accursed political interdict I 
(Jive place in the industrial ranks to every man 
aide to wield the hammer or sw ing the steel and 

strengthen ids heart sad mm hy the knowledge 

that whatsoever of wealth is ereated hy his work 
thai he shall rarely have and the most extravagant 
dream of the optimist will he realised at once. 
The moonlight will h. mo as sunlight and water 



THE BLADE is entered at the Postoffice. at Lexington, 
Kentucky, as second class mailing matter. 

ADDRESS ALL COM \t V IICATIONS TO THE BLUE 
GRASS BLADE P. O. Box 393. Lexington, Ky. 



Think freely, 

Doll 't lie afraid to speak. 

• • • * 

Meet th.' world with a laugh. 

s e • e 

The trnly strong never ignore the weak. 
. . • • 

Half fare mien cannot reform the world. 

• • • • 

The full hand often goes With an empty heatt. 

• • • • 

Paradise or perdition. The only dill'erenre is 
in the spell in g. 

• • • • 

The man who dares not think of failure is al- 
• ways rare to win. i 

sees 

Win-i 'shooting ;it folly as she flies-most men are 

nighty poor shots. 



They who only think of themselves waste a great 
deal of thought on a small subject. 

• • • • 

If those who are aholit to wed would only sleep 
over it the divorce courts night catch kip with 
their dockets. 

• • • • 

Many a saintly sinner knows how to he a good 
christian on a full stomach hut its real hell when 

the pinch eolH.'S. 

• • • • 

William .1. Bryan says if he were rich enough he 

would lake the presidency without a salary. Where 
is then a eiti/eu who wouldn't. 

Women may insist lhat they are not addicted to 

gambling but moat of them play a desperate game 

of chance when they face the marriage alter. 

• • • • 

Love of money may he the root of all evil, but 
love of power is a close twin and few men know 
how to use either in mercy, honor and justice. 

• • • • 

Then- are lots of people who have'nt energy en- 
ough to make a mistake hut they are not in the 
least progressive. Better a few mistakes and a 

••Work is worship" eried the old monks, ami 
,n | sense that remark is truthfully true, but 
then- are too many men and women in this old 
world who persistently refuse to worship work. 

• • • • 

All the way fr Germany cesses the announce- 
ment that some scientist has found the way to 
take the nicotine out of tobacco. Now let sonic 

fallow come along and extract th,- jag from bug 

juice and the world will forge ahead a thousand 
years. .... 

When ehrist comes again let us hope that be 

will make his entry int.. America on something 
more high txmsd than an ass and a e.ilt. the foal 
Of an a s. else how does he expect Rockefeller and 

Wanamaker and the other religion! peddlers to 

weleo me him. 



Like Mahomet, let us say unto those who insist 
upon bowing before a fetich, whether it he a 
hook, a person, an image, or a mere guess at things 
Behold, your god has flies on it. Put both God 
and Satan behind, emne into th.' light and proclaim 
yourselves men and women. Age does not create 
holiness and considering the time this god hnsiness 
litis been running it surely has abundance of (lies 

Why should man fear to did If death ends all 
we experience no disappointment, grasp no Apples 
of Bodoml when W6 DOM into that ever dreamless 
sleep If we awaken never more we cannot miss 
I hi sw eet companionship of wife or child or friend, 
but the world still rolls on and we are as though 
we had never been born. Is not this far better, 
more hopeful and restful than to think of heaven 

with its morbid pleasures ami hell with its infinite 

terrors and torlures. 

• • • • 

The faet that fearful catastrophes iK'cur in which 

death and danger lurk, may not' altogether dis- 
prove tl xistenee of God, hut it does brand him 

as a demon if it till happens i» bis name, with his 
knowledge and consent. After till it is by nature's 
laws that WC live and by nature's laws that we 
die "Pis they that hold the stars in their eternal 
curses and send the mighty host of planets whirl- 
ing forever around the sun. To some, the god- 
ides is a necessity absolute, but they tire mere pig- 
my.s in strength and of little value to the race. 

• • • • 

In the ranks of Frecthounght alone may he 
found those bright and glowing minds that may 

be relied upon to illumine the dark wayi ami 

.lays of our human life. If you tire not wilh lis. 
Met in the band wagon. 

• • • • 

Talk about tainted money, the worst tainted 
is that which lies in the purse of idlers for it has 
been filched from the pocke ts of those who-work 

—| tSji^JChraj "uinsJL-'ll ■— II '.Sir l,e 

removed until the worker takes a tUMMS to him 



The American people have won both freedom 
and glory and yet. both have failed, for we have 

bee 'In subjects ,.f native Ca.sars and the 

serfs of EoriegH' shylocks. That we are approach- 
never a life line thrown out Not the inhdcls alone 
ifioeeCC of the plutocrat and the poverty of the 
working people. The first reaps where he has not 
sown and gathers where he has not strewn. If 
ing barbarian may he inferred from. I he ma-n- 
he insists upon exercising the right of public meet- 
ing he is imbed and hustled off to jail 

Why chase happiness and conplain that 
cannot cover it with a No. 6 hat? Assuming 
there is a god and he made the universe he must 
have been in a state of unrest or he would not 
have made half the people in the world today.' 
It is the same spirit of unrest that drives man on 
to noble deeds, that lifts him out of the gutter 
where wallow the dumb beasts of earth. Life's 
beauty were bom of coffering and sorrow for 



life 



We 



lid 1 



lid . 



e happy as 

WC rise above sorrow and pain, but because we 
cannot find happiness here is no reason we seek 
for it in some fancied heaven. 



PATRIOTISM AND WAR. 

What did the Peace Conference meet for? 

Did the Hague tribunal accomplish any good? 

(hie may well ask these questions but only a 
negative answer can he made. 

What the ConfrenCC should have done is best 
explained in a vigorous article which appeared 
in the editoral column of the Columbus ,0. Citiz- 
en. A friend, who from personal choice signs 
himself - Kcv. Fiddle, 1). 1). " evidently being a 
play upon the common expression ' ' Fiddletledee" 

docs not agree with, or approve of the sentiments 

therein expressed, and says— 

"General Grant said," war is Halifax." but I 
want to add that when you disarm a nation you 
destroy patriotism at the same blow. Any Amer- 
ican citizen who regards his country's honor as 
his own will tell you the same. All the foriegn 
countries who have been up against Uncle Sam 
will say so. too. - ' 

The quotation from Grant is apt but it does not 
lit the contentions of our correspondent. War 
being •'hell to use the correct phraseology would 
suggest that in Grant '■ mind there existed a long- 
ing that war could he abolished, for the place, or 
condition, he compared it with, could not he made 
desirable tit any stage of the game. It should 
hardly he necessary to remind anyone that j>eace 
hath as great and lasting victories as ever war 
.an boast. True courage does not necessarilly 
imply that a man must face the cannon's braaen 
imply that a man must face the cannon's brazen 
isfortune. to hear up under the slings 



How the Ananias club grows Not until Roos- 
evelt and Harrimun got tit it could the American 
people understand that even politicians can lie. 
If we may judge of a tree hy its fruits then one 

or the other ovghl to I looted t.. the presi lencj 

of the club by a unanimous vote 



It is difficult to convince a man. wln.se eyes 
never get above the level of ail empty pocket, 
that there is blue in the sky. Our bounden duty 
is to encourage him to lift his eyes up lnv.ar.ls 
the light and stand as a beacon for brighter and 

better things. Humanity needs such treatment, 
• • • • 

He who holds fast to truth wields a <jieate|- 
power than ICOptered ■OVeriegn and is richer by 
far than human fancy ever feigned. He is able 
to gaze upon the towering heights with undaunt- 
ed eye and measure his strength against rocky 
walls. He is the man upon whom the raci de- 
pends and is looked upon as the star behind the 
throne. 

Once again have we been advised that we 
should strive to " build "and cease trying so 
much tO "tear down." This is good enough if it 
he wrung to attack falsehood hut while falsehood 
. \ists. even iii the name of religion, minus pol- 
itics, it is well to tear down, and there has yet 
to he a lot of tearing down to he done bcfoi • the 
.Masters HoildeM can get in their work. The 

Blade hopes to do its share 
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hell. 



equln 



» -Christ; .-«:•. s;;>^ 
courage than to face an 
ride full panoplied into the jaws of 



a mere chimera, a fiction, a hope that the prof- 
essme Christian I 
While the sue 



Is of the 
ight upon 



ill never realise, 
word uttered by Mr. Steady 
emporary confusio 

glide, the latter criticism j 
ad an avalanche of opposfjg 
ion. Preachers everywhere arc resenting the 
BUSStion, for their jobs are in .jeopardy. His state 
meul was a truth they were not prepared to mi 
They ire now simply trying to find excuses I 
explanations. With it all they cannot break j 

for f the remark made for there are too 1 

people iii America who know it to be true, 
preachers know it themselves and it is in this II 
that the shoe is known to pinch most. Jmpote 
for good they are ..liable to stand the acid 
criticism and the worst of it is that an 1 
man h id to tell them so. 

Whether the dressing them Methn 
is it to do any good remains to I 
Blade would like to know something of the spiritj 
in which it WH given and meant If it was dc-l 
livere.l as a sort of cast ig.-it ion for criticism onlyl 
I he effort w ill he a failure, but if he meant it asj, 
a genuine, rip-snorting, old fashioned. hack-wo< 
diss word something good nay come out of Nsi 
areth. 



PLAYED ON THE WRONG COLOR. 



Parkhurst fo 
profit. 
Rev. W. ft y 



I Episcopal Diocese of 



It is 

of the 



How 



i the] 



that, the great 

in political 
learn.' From 



what 
and 



imbibe p olitical kn 
morality! Dependent upon a corrupt pren they 

are misled and misguided for corruption cannot 
inculcate honesty. 

• • • • 

Once the American people regain (heir lost senses 
they will go father than France as regards the 

church, Generally speaking it ought to he de- 
Glared ■ nuisance, made to pas its pro rata of tax- 
ation, hut it ought to he made to pay a speciaJ lic- 
ense like the saloons and other supposed pests of 
the great body social. 



.» own i^mhhiiv. -» k«>"' 

Blade to a friend, ash him to 
ing, he has a chance to pfa 

I or two now ami then would 



My the way. what about Unit new subscriber? 
The remark said to have been made by the Gov 
of South Carolina to the Chief Kx.-.-utive 

..f North Carolina would he truly applicable ia 

We hope that dollar wheat will arise 
and hump itself and then our subscription list 
pondingiy. A good 

way is to hand your Blade to a friend, ask him to 
•a.l il. and approving, 
ribe. A good w ord 
ut hurt much. 

The christian route to Kingdom Come is worse 
than asking a man to attempt to cross I he Pac- 
ific in a soap box. Every earth passenger is en- 
titled to a ride in Sharon '■ boat without having 
to show a ticket at the gang-plank. Coidd the 
religious families have their way every man wo- 
man ami child who declined to accept the oond 
it ions imposed would be pushed overboard and 
a life line thrown out. Not the infidels alone 
would deserve this fate, hut other Christians who 
disagreed and this is the effect of Christian char- 
ity and love. # 



Patriotism is not exclusively dem ons tra te d by 
the willingness to fight a foreign foe that our 
country'! honor may he fully protected. Some- 
times that honor becomes a fickle jade. Some- 
tim.s it is mail.' a leather in the caps of fools. To 
resist an armed and forceful ini.vasion, to protect 
the home from assault, may justify a resort to 
arms but there exist no moral justification tor a 
war of mere conquest, although when an emer- 
gency arises the American Nation is ready for it. 

The Blade does not altogether agree with its I 

co-respondent There is much of truth in the 
editoral referred to. niani iimimul must be uni-| 
vernal to he useful end effective. When nations 

cea.se the njmaffl lllli of implements of war the 
earth will be sown with kindly things than drag- 
on's teeth, hut then and not till then, will that 
desired peace eoma. The editorial is published in 
another column. 

WHAT IS A REAL CUSS WORD? 

It takes a good-size "damn" to move some peo- 
ple into activity, both mental and physical, and it 
seems that William T. Stead, the well known Eng- 
lish literateur, has been equal to the emergency. 

Had a thunderbolt from some angry god been 
hurled into their midst no greater surprise would 
have followed for the Xew York iMethodist con- 
ference than when Mr. Stead let fall his well- 
meaning "Damn" upon that congregation of 
dried sponges. 

While elaborating upon some fanciful and hy- 
pothetical pthwe pill-image, .Mr. Stead told his 
hearers that he sated not -'a damn for their 
aniens unless the) proved then- faith by deeds." 
• if course these self sanctified successors of John 
Wesley were horrified to a degree, hut Stead had 
simply manifested the courage to say that in pub- 
lic which most of those present have said, many 
a time, in private. To son,.' people .Mr. St 



had a longing for the seuegambian and now he 
is out of a job. 

We are informed by the news associations that 
Uov. Hears has been unfrocked because of having 
been arrested, caught with the goods on him, in a 
house of questionable character on Seventh Ave- 
nue in Gotham's tenderloin and, may heaven for- 
fend, in the company of a negro woman. 

Being caught at his ebony game the preacher 
realized the jig was up and he stoutly resisted the 
officers in the faithful performance of their duty 
hy resisting arrest and pulling up a fight. It was 
of no use, however, for the law is mighty everf" 
in New York, especially when adiuiiiisterer by sfc 
pair of six feet cops, and he fell a victim to tho^ 
ways of man who resent the unholy alliance of' 
the whites with the blacks and the skypilot > 
carried into durance vile. The atflfair naturally 
found its way into the columns of the daily papers 
It reached the eyes, or the ears, of his Bishop and 
the latter proceeded with neatness and dispatch 
to disrobe him. Now that Rev. Mean u no longer 
but just it plain ordinary mortal without 
icter or reputation 
*0f*ty.^r.ity-^ T m K -f^T.—ii.<- piva.-.hw found a ready 
ex'Cuse. Like Joseph of old he not only denied the 
apfie hut preceded to damn the woman. He pro- 
tefifed too much for his protestations became pre- 
sumptive evidences of his guilt. Ills excuse was 
I hat he had simply followed the woman into the 
house tunned that he might be able to gather 
ma I, rials which he could work Up into a sermon, 
but neither the police or the Bishop believed 
him. Nor is this all, hut he sought/- to accuse the 
Woman of an attempt to rob him and declared 
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ould I 
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will swear for the same reason 
ICp, just to ease the mind or the 



The climax came, however, when Mr. Stead 
boldly asserted that he - failed to find the church 
of ehrist in America." How true? He might have 
-one further and insisted that he failed to find 
it anywhere. The churches of today are as unlike 
Christ as it is possible for them to be. Christ 
never preached for pay. Christ did not hold his 
hand to his ear listening for a call to preach. 
Christ built j.o million dollar churches but a hill- 
side was his pulpit and a. river of water his bapt- 
ismal font. He wore no broadcloth suits with 
white chokers nor presumed to rob widows and 
Orphans thai he might roll in luxury and wealth. 
Search the world over and over again and the 
Church of Christ will be found an empty dream, 



despite all lithe centuries of law-iii 
moralizing. This evil can never he eradicated so 
long as men who are supposed to point the way 
to virtue's path indulge in a degrading lieeotOUS- 
ni m. Had Rev. Mean simply followed up a 
woman of his own color he might have averted 
suspicion. With a negro woman of known bad 
haractor he became an object of official inquiry. 
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i that I 



i old as society, 
tradition itself, 
Dtea confessedly 



with the blood, 
we are forced to the conclu- 
instonec wherein the preacher 
>uld say do not as I do but say as I say. He 
failed to realize that example was better than 
precept and took ii|H>n himself the Joseph's coat 
of illicit contact, a emit woven of I'assion's 
infernal woof in the loom of Time. 

It is a veritable truth thai such men as Rev. 
.Mears tire responsible for the railroading of so 
many women to th? social hell. With the latter 
il may be force of circumstances, but with the 
former it was simply a lawless lust and between 
them legion are added to the cohorts of shame. 
Suc^ men as he create the suspicion that female 
d bauble, but we may be 
ful that all mton are not like unto this 
iked priest. If the truth were actually 
known, there are yet men wearing the cloth who 
are jio better, morally, than Kev. Mears. Coul 
their secrets be known there would be few ind" 
who could stand a baking-powder purity test. 

Like the man who lost at rotdette, Rev. 
had played, on the wrong color. Materials fo*| 
an interesting sermon might have been gathered^ 
from such a source, but somebody else, other thaay 
Hw. Mejirs, would have had to preach it. 
conduct is a whole sermon in itself, and w 
thinking men and women but heed the n 
lesson contained therein the church would tak 
s|>eedy fall into perdition, or elsewhere 
Meara has not only disgraced the cloth but 
has disgraced himself and disgraced the 
Saxon people. He is not a fit associate for 
decent dog. 



SUOf tin 

chaatiu 
thankful 
unfrix'k. 



i 



ROAST 

GIVEN THE PARSONS 



But Lawyers and Doctors com 
their full Share. Only one 
of the male population I 



(By Elbert Hubbard.) 
Tho Philadelphia North American, of 
recent fat* puhlislns the following in- 

I will i xti.i. i- 1Mb ■ iraM iiiitrii 
address given by Pra Ktuertwst— 

Baft arc ■ t <»i ths BnbterdlMM 

gently thrown oir l>y (to K>bertus him 
self in his lecture OB "Doctors, Law 
yon snd 1'rcachers." wbieh lit- gave to 

li good-looking audience of 2,100 in the 
■ tadSMJ nf Miisie hist evening: 
Then Is nothing permanent bu 

' l)o,t„rs charge •*•"> to UN for sim 
lur services: lawyers take all you'v 
got and l l i 'fjr'H live on tips." 

"According to common report, ther 
nre three 'learned professions'— mil 
called, SSSS— I much of what they knov 
is not true— ami 'one of them dosen't 
pay full fare on the railroads yet. 
preacher lido- on I child's ticket, but 
his childishu.-s does'nt consist in the 
size of his body. It's his mentality." 

"We b< lieve in the thing that is 

in a lawsuit, both sides always 1 

"Hop ten is all right unless you 
it from Milwaukee." 

"Half the business of every law; 
is to show us how to evade the Lai 

in this country only one man out of 
every the believe, ill the Christian re 
hgion, yet the four fifths are taxed b 
pay for I religion they don't believe. 
Nearer to Real Religion. 

• Did you ever notice Hint the Chris 
tian rclic.ii, n and the Christ religion ar 
toUUj .lillcicit things-; The religioi 
of Christ has never been practiced, but 
1 believe we are on the verge of it right 




••The best doctors nowaday! arc those 
who give the lea-t medicine and charge 
the largest fees." 

"It takes twenty JTMH of persist, nt 
practice and constant sffort to bring on 
,i and case of locomoter ataxia, and 
!.•„ years of the MM programme to 
hatch ■ case on Bright'* disease." 

Habits when young, are like lion 
whelp- you can play with them with- 
out dnnger- But as they grow older 
they get strong and cither put you on 
the Slices Limited or UM Twenty- 



r.t urn ticket." 

•The world was discovered in 1492, 
but it was not until 177ti that man was 
d ts OO TO fo d, mid woman was not dis- 
covered until I hundred yc-arss after 
I folks had long NMV 



As to Hospital "Dope." 
"\\ hen we go to a hospital, they giv 
us cocaine and remove our pockel 
books." 

• Hilly Muhloon saj s no man ever ha 

Insomnia who has to get op at o n'docl 

in the morning" 

"To get a job is just as well as U 



"Any 



J.n' |MT|ilexities keep pressin, 
Till all hope is nearly gone, 
Jus' bristle up. and grit your t 



ON 



The folowing li a cl 
tion of the mental attitude of one wl 
died at West Ripley, .Maine. It is U 
all in all of existence 

—Born Feb. 7. 1811— 
—Died Aug. 11, 1875— 
I came without my own consent, 
lived a few years much discontent 

At human errors grieving; 
I ruled myself by reason's laws, 
But got contempt and not npplnuse 

Because of disbelieving. 
I'or nothing e'er BM could content, 
To faith some people did assent 

But now the grass does me enclose, 
The supi rstiious will suppose 

I am loomed to hell's damnation. 
Bul ai to that they do not know- 
Opinions oft from ignorance (low 

Devoid of some foundation. 
Tis en<v men should lie deceived 
When ay-thing by then, believe* 



RELIGIOUS 

CREEDS OF PRISONERS 



Compilation Of Figures Showing The 
Effect Of Religious Beliefs Upon 
The Criminally 



Wil 



of i 



he fact of a discussion some few month- 
igo, started by an alleged statement 
If a noted Jewish Rabbie of Chicago, 
<D the subject of the religious convic 
ions of prisoners in the jails of this and 
ither countries. In a little contribution 
if my own to the uibject at issue, I was 
ibie to give from memory, the number 
>f free-thinkers who hail been in durance 
ile, in one average y ear compared with 
of inmates, of a large jail 



As the subject 
il to be of grea 
free-thinkers in g 



is one that i 



WHY 



SHOULD MAN PUT 



Any Trust in God? Profusion of 
Belief in Duty v-arries no Value 
in Practice. Beliefs Have no 
Force Behind Them. 



The following Interesting art 
Is from the pen of C. Cohen anr 
reproduced from the London 1 
thinker- 
One of the sayings attributed 
Abraham Lincoln is that while i 
may fool all the people some of the 
time, and even sonic of the people, 
all the time, It is Impossible to fool 
all the people all the time. Sooner 
ater the sham is discovered and 
the fraud exposed. An institution that 
may have stood for centuries loses, 
its hold on one here and another 
there, and, while there may be sonx 
who remain there to the end. theli 
HUBlbar i-, in the very nature of the 
case, a diminishing quantity. Lincoln's 
saying Is broadly, only an acknow- 
ledgment of the presistence of fac;s 
and of their ultimate supremacy sim- 
ply because they are persistent. A 
fact is the most stubborn of all things 
One may refuse to acknowledge Its 
ptesence for a time, but It remains 
We may run our heads against It 
as often aa we will— It Is immoveable; 
am! the recurring concussion is only 
productive of a growing feeling of 
humiliation. The Gradgi Indian I'hll- 



aneatioa to Mr. Morgan, Why should 

wc have more faith in the Ixird God 
Almighty than in a millionaire?" How 
would he rafjjrj He would probably 
regard Ihe question as too 1 Masphc 1 



pertinent enough. Or he 
is more likely — treat the 
a liberal dose of the ens 
Hides concerning the 



I it i 



hat I broken I I 

An, I mankind, 
lira*, can not go nt 



fooling itself for 



hich 



ths 



fal 



pe 
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aaaej which is the standing authority 
cognized throughout the world on so 
many matters, of interest on not only 
fucts relating U> Knglnnd and her im 
mens,, colonial possessions, but to every 
her country on the globe. 
From this bulky volume of nearly one 
thousand pages, 1 have copied the facts 
here given relating to the religioi 
creeds of priwmrs. in the prisons of the 
British Islands, on March tt, 1906. 
( lunch of England (Episcopal) .. 16,099 

Koman Catholics 4.3D7 

Jews 247 

ileyiin Methodists :i.V2 

Methodist, Xcw Connexion 9 

Primitive Methodists 68 

Bible Christians 6 

I ilitcd Methodists 8 

Methodist Free Church 2 

Calvinistic Methodists 20 

Cungregntioiialists 53 

lyterians 79 

Baptists 132 

ition Army 11 

Cnitarians 13 

Quakers 1 



will beocino a distinguished person." 

"In the matter of (Nth air we are 
very economical. That's because it'e 
free, like salvation. If there were air- 
meters, we would use a great deal more 
and think a great deal more of what 
wc do u-c. am. if wc wait long enough, 
the Standard nil may give us the 
meters." 



Ifa 



i the 



. Chester.) 
fotiud friend you 



It's all in the friend you hold; 
For an honest friend up to the end 

Is worth his weight in gold. 
Perhaps it's true that faces new 

Some pasing joys impart, 
But the steadfast friends are the ones 

With a mortgage on y.uir heart. 

What care I for the surface smile 

Of the Mill 1 1 ■UM— III. 
With his condescending patronage, 

If the friendship isn't there? 
I want the giasp of the good, glad ha 

That softens troubles' frowns, 
Whether it's backed with a princely robe 

Or a suit of hand-me-downs. 

Keep On Keepin' On. 

If the day looks kinder gloomy 



Molioiumedans 3 

Spiritualists 1 

Atheists 22 

W hile the number of -id had been un 
able to give any profession of any faith. 



rary selection of a few. And it was 
the neglected b/Btl that ulltimately 
wrecked it, as they sooner or later 
!k all false or distorted vi. ws 
of life. 

A proper perception by the clergy 
and their supporters of this would 
go far towards supplying an nlfti 
to their laments at the insincerity 
of religious pofessions. For centuries 
clergy have been complaining 
that a profession of belief In Christ- 
Ian doctrine carried with It little or 
value In practice, and age has 
neither withered nor weakened the 
complaint. On tiie contrary, the out- 
cry gets stronger with the lapse of 
years. /Under special stress, or in 
special cases religious belief may- 
be operative in life for good; but 
under normal conditions il becomes. 

profession, active only for harm, mho 
It stands In the way of beliefs of a 
more helpful character. This pheno- 
menon ts not at all diflcult to under 
stand. If religious beliefs were based 
upon ihe permanent realities of hu- 
man nature, there would havo boor 
formed— instead of a mere profession 
fo belief— a habit of thinking and 
acting that would be almost auto- 
matic. The mere profession of rel- 
igious belief would be no mora in 
trusivc than that of l.imil.v alleclioii 
while its result In action would be al- 
most as secure. The pressure of life. 
In other words, would maintain the 

ings that cluster round the family or 
society at large. But religious be- 
liefs have no such conservative force 
behind them: They are based upon 
views of the world and of DM0 that 
have for long been discarded, and up 
on a type of mind that is in process 
of extinction. The result is that re- 
ligion has to be kept alive by a scries 
of artificial stimulants, and, In the 
nature of the case, the stimulants be- 

, lata and less effective as their 

nature is realized. 

An illustration of what has been said 

recent sermon by Mr. C Hay Muiy, 
\|. p. Mr. Morgan belongs to the 



Sustain.! of the universe, which would 
lie a sheer evasion of the question. 
Millionaire- may lie frequently not TOOJF 
admirable persons; but let us be fair 
even la them, nnd wc must admit that 
thev do oiten use their money pOWW 
M aa to benefit t h. it- fellows. At any 
rate, , in , | whether for food or evil, the 
existence of the millionaire is n fact, no 
one .pi.-tioii- it; enemy and friend are 
alik. agreed upon the power he wield-. 
Il I here any such certainty in the case 
of Qodt His existence, on the most 
favorable view, is but a oo-sibilit v : his! 



We i 



are. then. Atheists in fact, be 
cause action very often precedes theory. 
Kthical theory i- only, after all, putting 
into words what has i„ng been implicit 
in action. Life precedes theory, and 
philosophy at best can only explain 
and systsaMttM vvhnt It and what has 
boss. Let us, then, try and be phil- 
n SOBj MSi and in-lead of seeing in this 
long lamented divorce between Christ 



ad I 



.o|e„ 



n jsetoo 



human history for it not to hnve 
Nominated practice as I. has dominate. I 



by some of the keenest thinkers 
lo.h HI times. More; we siiouM. ill 
of di -1 re-s or HMfsllSSJ, approach 
•liionairc with some amount of re- 
c as to tnc way in which he would 
Culd we place an equal reliance 
God showtag the -ame regard for 
in wefare; If there is a God, he 
s himself positively callous to 

m well being. Thoosaads of lm 
boiagi art t l si toy sd by fire, tood, 
Isms, of wrthrraalrr with ai little 

rd for human wellfnre as though 
mil v vvre a variety of the apkstl- 



act-. WOUld -tan. I before his fellows as 
a moral monster. It is not an Atheist, 
bin | profoasbjuj believer, and one with 
far more ability than the average 
preacher- Mr. W. II. Malloeh— who 



might got mixed on the extras I ordered 
of the date containing my Inst letter, 
the date of Febldth.when I sent the 
letter I sent for some extras but have 
fo, L „,ttcn how many. Mr. II. H. Dow 
bad -end N cents for hitn.he had 

I did not send ihe money for my 
first order.if it is already to send 1 
I will send the moiicv a» soon a- I re 
ccive them. 1 would send it now but 
I dsarH know how much to send.if it is 
not sent you may send me twenty 
epic- on receipt of this. I think it will 
have -..me inlhienee in netting people 



the | 



i of i 



tents. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 



must refrain, bevond a certain point 
from obstructing social welfare, or they 
must vani-h liciigiou- beliefs hnve not 

rsnlihsd, but thsj bavs I n profound 

ly modilied under the pfSSSttrt of Ufs*l 
in-i-tent forces. And the practical 
Mh.-i-m of our normal life is n registra- 
tion of this fact and a trustworthy 
promiaa of tfcafa ultimate iHsappssraf f , 



BETTER THINGS 



Tis U-tter to do kindly deeds, 
"lis better to know 
That the seeds you may sow 
Will UosBOSi as Mowers, not weeds, 



.li - 



t if i 



existence of any controlling BsJng, in- 
stead o| a | i and arias (lod, he 

"a scatter brained, semi-powerful, sei 
impotent monster. Most of his acts are 
■xkJbttsd to 01 as those of a criminal 
mii.liiiin. We are forced to regard 
him. when he ms to exhibit hen 



Tis better to say 
At the close of the day: 
"] have tried t 

Tis better to cultivate love, 
Contested srith btaafflfi of worth; 

Tis l«etter to fight 

COT the cause that is right 



like a 
the 



ii nt sets a dog at it;'' while nil 
the supposed proofs of the gnndsoi 
of (cod. in Mr. Malloch's opinion, only 

sin g,-i . - blackguardly larrikin 

VSdmg his heel- ill the clouds, not. 

asrhapt, bent on mischief, but indiffer- 

'w by ihauhi M plnoi reliance upon 
a pod of this description— a God who 
speaks to him through n disaster like 
the wnck of the Berlin, or n catastro 
pile like that of San l'rancisco or 
King-ton - Has he any reason to place 
i,i nil in him than in the million- 
aire? line might even a-k, as a matter 
Of fact and not of mere theory, on 
whom or on what did Mr. Morgan him- 
-elf place most reliance during the last 
iralelection — CM the war-chost of the 

■rai Party or on the power sf Qodi 

the iiilluenee of canvassing and 

eh nnMng or on that of ■ shape! 
,cr -meeting I Winn it comes to a 
Ition of fact. I have not the slight 

doubt that Mr. Morgan acts as 
•r Christians, as we all, act — upon 

experience of life, and upon that 



I hai 



the i 



Tis better 10 smile, too' the heart 
lie burdened with sorrow and pair 
Tis better to smile. 
For 'tis alwny* worth while 
And well never pass this way again. 



No, It Is Our Fault 



sort apt tO be prepared adjusted wil 
on as with them. 

Taking into eceuidsntion your tea 
tp in iiiovin,' I thought preliap- v,, 



many generations 



luring life and 

lot aSr/'oftiM 



ed for and 
early lite, 
wh.it oai 



taught 



• a d more suitable 
B genuine diamond, 
daintily mounted in ring, pin, stud or 
otherwise. Those can be had for .*10, 
s-^ii, up. liicy are indestructible, a joy 
fore, or and will last as long as the 
world will revolve in its orbit; neither 
do thev ever depreciate in value. Or a 
Cold Watch, which is useful during life 
M Itoll as ornamental. 

Ladies Gold Watches 

nil -i/e KlL'in, W'altham or 



Ith iruarantee. 
i Factory. 

Chains. 

Long GkMurds, tats* ityls, soldered 

lit,!.-, ..pals „r other sets in slides, rolled 
plated. #1. $1.0(1 and sj. |(es t Filled 
Hold. *•..-.<■. s.t and .*4. Kxtra heavy, 
and sja. 



The Ideal Gentleman's Watch 

Small 1121 sie Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned," 
gold filled hunting ca-e. guaranteed 25- 
vears -Conl Stark," 15 jls.. $15; ' Den- 
i.er Crand." 17 jls., adjustted, $17.50 ; 
• John Hancock." 21 jls., extra fine, 
$29.50. In open face screw case, $1.00 



enumerated, jewelry, ring-, silverware, 

III", r-oll -| us. i-' reel height badge.. 

optical Is. riii'.' l'uil'c anil my tract 

■MUSI in the - 
escribe good» 

OTTO 



lost adhere 



f .list 



Lngland is the church of the peopt 
and the 'squire and tie Kpiseopal pa 
son are the big nobs of the village. 

The one feature that gives a plcasui 
is the good showing, comparatively, til 
Salvation Army makes, composed e 
they are in a great sense of the scui 
of the large cities, many of them ol 
jail birds, very many reformed dninki 
sad bud characters of both sexes. Every 
city and town has its devotees of the 
••Army," so thev exist in their thou- 



Ths Blade a Jewel. 

East Liberty, Ohio 

lames K. Hughes. 

The illue Crass Blade is a jewel from 
which I get all my present and future 
bearings and do not go back for 2000 
years to get my lienring* for to day. 

The future is nunc present than t 
past for one look backward a tho 
sand forward we cast. 



-at her numerous band 


of Son con 




the prcs- 


nri House of ' On 




vho, in addition to 


thsb brain- 


axing legislative labors. 




tonal sermons t.. rotffh 


is audiences. 



rtJ] at least have the .licet sf 
educate. 1 religionists feel grate- 
Ihcm for having devoted their 



ivisdoin of Deity and observes: — 
e are often far greater Atheists 



Up Of the way at the co-1 of bitter 
xpericnee and incalculabblc suffering. 
Ths innocent have nfltsrsd through the 
guilty, with kindness and gentleness 
often sei/., I upon by nature or God as 
an oeea-ioii for the inllietion of punish- 
ment. The Cods have 01(01 cither 
supinely bMbfferent to inan s welfare, or 
bitterly hostile to his development. 
There i- hardiv a step forward that ha- 
unt been made in defiance of the sup- 
nosed will of Cod: and. if human cx- 
puience has taught man anything at 
all. it i- NtfOlj that human development 
dep. ndn anon mankind acquiring the 
BMW of self dependence and the qual- 
itv of co operation, while treating the 
Cods as a n.g.igiblc factor in their 

lives. 

And is* not thi I what is actually 
coming t.. paesl Mr. Morgan njra wt 



believe ill Cod theoretically, but we do 
not believe, in llim pructicalh 

hav. .re faitih in a milion 

help us iu our daily life than 
Lord C.v.1 Almighty." 

I have not .piot.d t 
order to impeach its accuracy. On the 
contrary, it is only what has been -aid 
over and over again in these columns, 
although Christ inns, when confronting 
Freethinkers, have been slow to admit 
its truth. I ipiote this sentence merely 
to point the moral which Mr. Morgan 
fails to deduce. 

Suppose one were to put the plain 



The Free Speech League 



correspondence, co 
who claim rights 



JOIN US. HELP US. GET OUR LIST OF BOOKS 

READ THEN-PASS THEM A 



Liberty talks by— [ngersoU, Wakeman. Walker, Schroe- 
der, PsntSOOSt, Darrow, Post, and others. Read "Our Van 
IshfabJ Liberty of Press" (five cents); and also "Do You Want 
Free Speech." (ten cents) and learn 

WHY YOU SHOULD ACT WITH US. 

The Free Speech League, 120 Lexington Ave., New York City. 



ORGANIZATION AT LAS1 

WANTED— All readers of the Blue Crass Blade, who know God Is a 
myth and death the end of life, to fit out the following blank and forward 
it to the International Organizer WML Kerr. Great Bond, Kansas, and get 
a nice certificate, suitable for framing, of graduation in the knowledge of 
God and life membership in the church of Humanity making you founders 

Charter members of it. 

Add J.'> cents for a years subscription to its upor, The i ruth About 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
In the Church of K 



of necessity we call in u phy-ician or 
We may blMwi that faith, 



W. H. KBRR, Great Bend, Kans. 

Bell vlng God tfi be a fabulous being. I enclose one dollar for 
Life Membership in the Church of Humanity. 



ha- shown that wc must depend upon 



We 



all I. 



ell-buil vessel, with a skilful 1 
gator, i- far more etlic i.-ious. We 
si. we believe that God is on the side 
of right in warfare, but we neglect no 



Name .... 
Bostofflce 



of o 



•dx 



attack of deadly disease, nor has Un- 
social value of a single individual ever 

1 n known to aaMtfd his life against 

knife of the assassin or the 



Sex Occupation.. 

Nationality 

Previous Church 



When 1,000 members are enrolled a national delegate convent^ will 
he called to for— H* organise and Incorporate »»>e church 




■ 



After ruuutlis oi' delay, wuiitlis of iu 
caught up willi the lilude, we are pie! 
readers thut we are now m a butter ij 



out ( 



time 



making ttringMMnti 
editoral writing autl I 
we have considered, a 
any r'reethought papi 
the pnee, and sup em 

•lits that uiuy 



11 an effort to get' 
» announce to our 
to get the Blade 



While 
IfMl Of 



trill ] 



able to l 



I mueh 
ich iw- 



iiry. 



ake the Blade 



- Free 



► do thii 



v postal law 



provei 

Our ambitiot 
thought paper 
widely read. 

oojioo, as mwy 

oui - 1'iiends and readers aid us i 
expected that we know who to I 
aid us by sending us names of f 
be likely to beeome a subseriber and we eaii then send out 
number of sujnple eupus in the hope of securing them. Don 
wait luitU tomorrow to send these names ui but it now beiui 
you forget it. 



GOD OB GOLD 



SPOILED 



HIS OWK GAME 



Avarice of a Moslem Priest Caused 
Him to Lose His Graft and Broke 
up The Biggest Monopoly The 
World Ever Knew 



Abdullah's business could nine increas- 
ed but the monopolist was safe; the 
Moslem pilgrims never think of think- 
ing. 

DO prices charged for a lot in Par- 
adise varied exceedingly. Nu one could 
tell exactly how Abdullah regulated 
tin charges; that was a part of the 
revelation, but to an outside observer 
it seemed that the HtllTSBII of the 
a nrt o ur, the amount oof the money 
he displayed, Ida M>gCTMI to purchase 
and other considerations known otny 
to Abdullah rcgul 



burning him alive in a railroad wreck 
or blows him into kingdom MM with 
a Kansas cyclone! 

In all the world there is no grander 
or nobler spectacle than that of the 
marvelous pre-Ktemv witk which the 
Christian nafaaeaa to let loose- to get 
oi I lie earth Md Into I" tTM wliere he 
rightfully belongs, and 1 hope the lilade 
will not accuse me of trying to organ- 
ize a fim-syndieale bMMM I express 
IMMM at the mem and women who 



it her 



knee 



the c 



HAVE OUT 



ght frienda i 



uuuple! 
ik that I 



old 



The oil trust or the steel trust, the 
lgar combine or a coiner in wheat or 
Ml mny seem a huge afliar to one 
Jtside of Wall Street, tad ITti the 
tall Street broker believea them to 
I the most powerful tfOW l in the 
orld. As mighty as they are they 
re but slight things, of trilling impor:- 
,poly 



was never less than 
(Jtt), but it was the 
duty of a good Moslem never to bar 
any from the Way to Paradise for the 
want of a single lira or a few piaster,, 
so others recieved deeds exactlj denn- 
ing the location of the land, its diuu ns- 
lona tad boundaries, in perfect accord- 



•olden streets i 



1 bv 



vilized ' 



I lie Arab is not a frequentor of Wall 
Biraetj it is doubtful if he has ever 
heard its name. Of Stocks and bonds 
he knows nothing; the financial news 
of the daily papers he ne\er reads; 
tht rise and fall of Market effeeta him 
in no way, and a stock aaohange he 



with the eternal joj "I hooting hose 
Animus and box Michael', before the 
throne of Grace. What a glorious 
thing, it seems to me, to be able to 
look upon millions oi tke most beau- 
tiful Utah (rearing nothing but crowns 

Where on earth is the lieauty show 
that may be compared with the col- 
li pnrcheae, M one, unless thejestial chorus! And in addition to all 
'hieh he could pay was less than this there is the Ineffable joy of watch 
t of the paper of the deed, went ] ing an innumerable multitude of heath 
freethinkers and unbnpt ize.l child- 
wiggle and sizzle in hell, 
l, what a thrice blessed thing if 
faith of the christians in heaven 



Gives Deeds to Hades 

Abduallah's business rapidily increas- 
K< (Of nil the pilgrims far and wide 



peat it and herewith send it to j 
ing that you will give it a place in 

Ulue tira-s Blade. 



POTERY COLUMN 



UUUI TO LAUGH 
But n ui your colors to the meat 



(By J. C. Brown) 
And it came to pass there was an u,s, 
— thanicl' Balaam rode her. 

as she was slow and would not jo, 

l.aniel had to goad her. 

h a big bamboo, ho cried out "skid- 

■vas it a black niallaca? 
egard to this, it matters not. 
lie cel. tinned to "whack" her. 



■eds of thei 



friei 



they 



0&ly once or twice in all his )if L > has 
he left his little native village, and 
then he wandered as ■ humble pilg- 
rim to the sacred city of Meeca. He 
lives in no sumptuous palace; to at- 



> pure 



i hit 



half naked cook, whose 
•at ion i- to bring him 



el her than 
principal o 
frequent sip of black Boffet and fresh 
coals to light his long narghile. 

His office is the •bears chamber 
where he sits by day and sleeps by 
night, pal he controls 
the greati st twpOOfl 

M"-lem piOf l o , and in I ipari-on with 

which the name of Standard Oil is 
in.ignillcant. 

Abdullah is the name of this mnr- 
velioiis financier, and hi- home is in 



111 the old days meu quarreled, took up the sword and fought 
lor religious opinion s sake. The crusades were but the ag- 
gregate of individua' ianatieism. ModoiB churchmen light uol 
lor prineip'e, but for go'd. 

The Blade recently gave au account of the disruption oi an 
episcopal church in N«W 1'ork City. It was taken irom the 
public press and no suspicion ol a distorting ol' fuels can be 
laid at our doors. The account gave a vivid description ol rival 
tactions taking up different collections and a free fight following 
lor the possession of both. 

From the published iacts iu the case it is made evident that 
some secret understanding existed between the members oi each 
taction for one side of the controversy refused to chip in the 
baskets of the other taction and vice-versa, it was when both 
sets had fully collected ail there was coming that the light 
occured and the active belligerents have now proceeded to haul 
each other before the civd tribunals that a religious dispute 
may be adjusted, if ever it can be. 

Were such disgraceful scenes but enacted at a r'reethought 
convention or gathering they would be made the happy theme 

tor many a sermon and American pulpits would undertake tolgria River, two da v . north of the fam- 

carry the news around the world. Comments would be made oui city of iiagdad. Here aqnaiitag 

and the row pointed at as an evidence oi the worldlmess of Free- "l"" 1 " ltmw m:,, ' wnMl ta l t* mi U P' 
. , , * , .. . ■ , , ... "ii the floor, with a reed pen, a bottle 

thinkers. As it happens they actually occured in a church, in ( ^ j ^ >f ^ { > ^ ^ r 

a church of high standing. The combatants and disputants had butt* an ,| .,„ ;,„,„.,, sea i ]}.;„<, 

knelt before the same shrine, lilted up their voices in prayer 1 le, hh side, he transacts his «wn bus- 
together at the throne of grace. They liad been baptized at the 'inc. lie Is the perioral the board 
the same font and had eaten oi the body and drank oi the blood °^ .^^""cierk 
of Christ together at the same communion table. They had 
fervently declared thenjaaiyes to be free 1 roni J£^iL thoughts, 
at peace and in charity with their neighbors. But what a lie! 
There was no peace or charity, iteligious hate rankled within 
their breasts. Their prayers were but a mockery, a striug oi 
words without meaning. They were trying to deceive them- 
selves and actually believed they were successfully deceiving 
the god they were worshipping. This is what Christianity had 
done for them. It is not possible that such cantankerous sub- 
jects of the King of Kings could dwell in peace and harmony 
even in their heavenly mansions. The tight started on earth 
would be continued there and the devil would get 
out of it. 

What do these incidents suggest,' What do they 
There is no loving their neighbor as themselves. The 



fore it should be sold. One day when 
then seemed to be a lull in the trade 
and AUlullah sat long in the real est- 
ate otlice a stinger entered and ask- 
ed if he could purchase a deed of Hades. 
The shrewd Abdullah with an eve 



allinnative and though wandering why 
any one should desire to own a part of 
the place of eternal fire asked how 
large a tract was desired. The at ran- 
gei said that real estate there should 
OS <hc..p. yet it a deed for all Hades 
SOUld be gncn him lie would willingly 
pay the liras-aH the money he possess- 
ed -for it. 



gave the stranger a paper duly signed 
and sealed and conveying to him the 



I he stranger left the ollice of the 
heavenly real estate magnate, and with 



OB the earth! How fortunate if the 
all embracing sky could be turned in- 
to one big porous plaster just long en- 
ough to draw Christianity out of civil- 
ization and its saintly devotees into 
the Kingdom of Uracc! 



PEACE CONFERENCE 

(Continued From Page One) 



strange, lis strange; as I've oft 
■marked, 

this world of Mowers, trees a 



slope of the hid upon I 
stands for a party of I 



-Wit 



salute! 



the cust- 
is had been exchanged, 
of the priest Abdullah'' 



the »orter,and office 
boy all in one. 

A gcini-lioii ago Abdullah was 
st niggling Moslem priest, and U 
many of his feilows, wis endowed with 
a greater amount of cunning than piety 
His religious duties brought him an 



mployed i 



derista, 



I big interest . 

imply I 



aaa The hot that 
he lieacme tue world's greatest mon- 
opolist is evident by his ability. 

hough far from Mecca 



"To the houa 
■rai the reply, 

"Why" usked the posses *<ir of Hades. 
"To purchase a plans in Paradise" 

"Allah forbid" ejaculated the stran- 
ger "It is no Imager necessary." 

The pilgrims paused to gaze «ith eon 
lempt upou one who should venture 
to di-pute the uuthority of the pious 
Abdullah, and giving vent to their feel- 
ings in words started up the hill. 

"It is no longer necessary" repeated 
he stranger, holding out the deed of 



that the hopimlie seal 



killed 

ure of entering 



title! 



va»t companies of passing pilgrims, as 
the] pause on their long journey for a 

doing unto others as they would be done by. lhere is no golden ) n _ n , AUulhll , „ „ nce(J that he 

rule. They may pretend to love god but we now know that ,,,„, w ,i ■ ipcoU] revelation 
they positively love gold mure, it is only a difference of onej According to the revelation, no one 
letter but with an aspirate attached it can cause lots of trouble, bowevwf ptqae, kowevo* many times 
In the mouth of au Englishman it could be given a different 
meaning. Of course each taction will pray to the same god fur 
help and ask him to confound and contuse their enemies, for so 
religion has made them, in fact each side will strive play their 
god an engine of the foe. Au in battle, the Lord is ou the side of 
the biggest, strongest, bravest and best equipped army, so the 
Lord will be on the side of the strongest aud most powerful fact- 
ion. The latter will be supplied with the religious, hair-trigger 
hoodoo aud they won't have tu DM the jawbone of a defunct 
jack to drive the other faction to the wall. Uniy show your 
greater strength and the Lord is with you. 

But what a scene. Imagine devout deacons swatting each 
other in the eye with a chunk of religious love and a clenched j^tan I, and then explained that 

list until the purple flows in streams and dyes the floor a crimson om wwW eeeapt the fl - of SadM 

stain. Imagine the sweet sisters making au assault on each »'<•" '" fj> 1 <i'' make 

others millinery,grabbing each other by the back-hair and rub !""', l " l -'"""" :,> "" ".' l,ul thc [ ,est 

bing their noses in the sawdust. These are the glorious gifts 
Of religion and a camp-meeting certificate of conversion. For 
years these same people have been dispensing saving grace with 
gallows ropes and with clubs drove heaven inspired prteeptl 
into the heads of unbelievers. .Now they turn upon each other 
and the change of method is a welcome innovation. 



Bade. 

The seal, for it was surely that of 
i In- ju ii st, taught their attention, and 
again they paused. 

"What is that," they asked. 

The stranger briefly explained that 
hut a moment before he had purchased 
ill Of Hade-, and that he shouh 
rve for it himself alone. Fron 
lime froth eury Moslem whether faitli 
ful or unfaithful, must go to Paradisi 
tot Hade, we* his. and he would pel 
in it none to enter there. 

(To be continued) 



mg of universal peace since 1887, 

ferences in Washington, Paris, Brussels, 
The Hague. St Louis, London, New 
\o,k. World rulers have sent messa- 
ges of co-operation. Carnegie has 
reeled a gorgeous temple at The Hague 
Hague. 

There has been a great deal of talk. 

In the meantime Every .Nation Has 
Continued To Strengthen Its Army, 
Its .Navy, Its Debuses. 

I-ook at the figures and the facts. 

The war footing of the world nation* 
Is 2.\000,000 men. 

The yearly expenses for maintenance 
and improvements is nearly $1)00,000, 
000. 

vessels.^ ' We 

At this 
anticipate 
that 



The Man Who Wins. 

who wins is the i 



who toils while the next m ,u 
The man who stands in his deep d.s- 
With his head held high in the deadly 
Yes, he is the man who wins. 

The man who wins is the man w H 

kuows— 

The rahk] of pain and the worth of 

Who i lotto* learns from the man w N 
fails— 

And a moral liuds in his mournful wads 
Yes, he is the man » ho wins. . 

the man who wins is the man wio 
stays 

In the un-ought paths and the roc.<y 
ways. 

And, peeaape, who lingers, now aud 



■n wmm the Kn--o ,lap- 
ivhich cost $1,800,000, in 
sarly a half million lives. 
I iigland and Germany 



ipate tttr. Our -late-men insist 
we meyYll well prepare to grapple 
with Japan Monet "i later, 'the' Peace 
of Europe hilugs by a thread. 

The world is making gestures of 
panes trite its left hand, and building 
ships and armies as fast as it can ertti 
its right. 

The peace promoters talk of arbitrat- 
ion ami the rules of war. They say 
little of disarmament, Yet Dioartna- 
ment Is The One Test Of Good Faith. 
War mean- maiming, killing, mangling 
I suffering sad death. It means orphan- 
•Med children and childless parents. It 
e ; means forsaken fireside and weeping 
Tt \ I " others ' 11 means nations bereft of 
ie gJorj of their young manhood, a 
uel ami unnecessary sacrilice iu the 



That 



r pal 



who v 



of t 



in his lT 
his head , 



Hut goes his way with 
high 

And passes the wrecks of the failui 

-by- 

For he is the man who wins. 



From The Chaplain 

San Tram i- k 

Hear dim— 
I send with tfcji a years -ubscript i n 
To the lilue Orass Ulade, a pup? 

line, 

Pot dealing truth for a prescripthdi, 
lor suh-eriptions things divine. 
Thats all for the present. I'm get- 
ting into • holy state for easter. 

The fjhapls n. 



CRITICISM OF THE ROME BOOK. 

Through Mr. James B. Elliott, of Philadelphia, Secretary of 
the United Paine .Memorial societies, we are informed that a 
literary lady of that city, one who has been a resident of Rome, 
has consented to write a criticism of Dr. "Wilson 's book, a trip to 
BofOW, and the Blade is assured of the manuscript for publica 
tion, provided, Dr. Wilson will reply to the criticism. Without 
having communicated with Dr. Wilson on the subject, we feel 
safe in stating that he will assuredly reply to any criticism that, 
by its nature would call for a reply, and we will he pleased to 
give publication to both the criticism ud the reply. As the com- 
ments so far recieved concerning Dr. Wilson's effort have been 
of such a flattering nature, our readers will be curious to know 
just w hat criticism can be made and they will watch for its com- 
ing. Don 't hesitate, friend Elliott, send on the manuscript. 



iau in battle, could he 
Paradise unless he p 
to its sacred soil. J| 
ma startling, but to th. pinns pilgrims 
it wa« true beyond a doubt a priest 
had said it. 

I he news of the ref lation spread 
OTef the deeerl with s surprising rap- 
idity and crowds flocked to Abdullah 
to barn how they might obtain som« 
of the celestial real estate. To the in 
'inning head* at -hewed complicated 
maps and plans which none could un- 



a title deed to a building lot in heaven 
lie alone had been commissioned by 
Allah to sell to all of the faithful who 



SACRED BOSH 

(C ontinued From Page One.) 



fOfltly satisfied merely to look at the 
painted canvases in front of the side 
■-how. churches with mem. rial windows, 
and listen to the barkers, the preachers 
spiel about their three-headed god. 



Thi 



oi flew which will bring di-.il'ainen 

i hat is the reetiaatfan which will for. 
arldl ration and allord a baais for a pe 
oons (deration of national debts, of bu 
Inem interest at money, but the thot 

ght of The Sacrifice of Blood. 



READ THE AUTONOMIST. 
..Armstrong's Autonomist is just one 
of the thousands of periodicals that are 



reataered ipj 



and t 



Jet 



The Monopoly Starts. 
Thus the monopoly started, and Abd 

Bllafc was bony froni m mi' till night 

writing the deeds. For all who came 
a [lareel of Paradise was selected and 
defined, and its deeds was quickly pre- 
pared, sealed with an impressive seal 
for the consideration of 
fee. 



When yon thing thai the Salvation 
show is fr.-e, the only condition being 
that you clean up by taking a bath 
iu the blood of the Laana, it would 

seem thai in the grand, rush for res- 

i reed seata many Chrietaina would be 

erwahad iu the Hcaaa] .crumble; and 

they ioabtVaaa aroaud is- it' fJariathnaa 

we re not -I. eon-id. ■rate of each other 

it would i„. -,, unoarietiea to crowd 

I neighls.r out of the gateway of death 
and beat him to the choicest hHrps 
and crowns; or the 



i the ejpaci. 



of 



their 



us bosom of father 
course people who 



the 



to piir.liase so large a tract of land 
might obtain -landing room for a 
aaajatta -urn. Kven the: beggar could be 
sure of entering Paradise if he posse 
ed of the heavenly soil enough for I 

Had the poorest of the pilgrims 
llected how they might be compelled 
to -pend all eternity standing I 
one leg, with no plane to rest the other, 



nan 

love 

stanlly given all they have to the poor 
could not be selfish if they tried. And 
ao the ( hristinn hungs onto life, turns 
down the season ticket to the fflHut 
show, not because he does not want to 
go to heaven, but simply because he 



Easter bonnets and yellow-laanjad chick 
ens gives the big hearted followers of 
•>'•• Mat* and Lowly the blind staggers 
Thus he clings to life in spite of dis- 



Paine's Idea Of a God. 

The only idea man can allix to the 
name of God is that of a first cause, 
the cause of all things. Ana tneomPre- 
heiisible and dillicult as it is for man to 
ooncfcm what a first cause Khearrives 

at the belief of it fro,,, t | 1L . tenfold 

greater diiiieulty of disbelieving it. n 
is dillicult beyond discription to con- 

duiation of what we call time. In I 
manner of reasoning everything 
behold carries in itself the inter; 
evidence that it did not make its, 
livery man is „ n evidence to himsi 
that he did not make hims 
neither eottU a tree, plant or anin 
make itself; and it la the convicti 
aria bag trait this evidence, that carr 
us on as It were, by necessity, to I 
belief of the First Cause, externa 
existing, d a nature totally ditTerept 
i" any material existence we know of, 
and by thc power of which, all things 
exist, and this First Tause, man calls 
Qod. 



The price of the Autonomist is -tO 
e. nt- a sopy, 11.80 a year, but as it in 
devoi,.,| i„ the distribution ,f Ideal 
rather than the collection of dim s, 
send me your name, with or within t, 
and I'll do the rest. Address Jan-is 
Armstrong, :t5»«> X. Clark St. (In... >. 




Lord breakea his back by pilling ontl 



It Is Given a Place. 

Newton, Iowa 

James E. Hughes, 

Mr. J. C. Itrown of Shenandoah, Ic 
who is visiting relatives iu Newton, and 
making his headquarters with his Athe- 
iatic friend Dr. Hammer while in the 
letters ofhee one day recited the fol- 
lowing original poem to a small but ap 
prc-iative audience, which I thought to 
be too good to be lost, so I had him re- 



50c 



AND RETURN 



QUEEN & CRESCENT 



SUNDAY, 

MAY 5 

Tickets Good Leaving 
Lexington on Train No. 5, or 
on Special Train at 1 1.00 a. m. 



Jnr I 

Music. Dining Hall, meals 
both a la carte and table de note. 
Swings and Shelter Houses. 



Ask ticket agent for particulars. 



